HOW WE PROTECT FARMLAND
CFT helps willing farmers permanently protect their land from development with
agricultural conservation easements. Placing an easement can be a long, arduous
process – but we try to make it as painless as possible for our property owners.
Because an agricultural conservation easement is forever, painstaking efforts are
undertaken to be sure the property is the right fit.

Farms

California’s farmland is
irreplaceable; once it’s developed,
it can’t be returned to farmland.

Families

Food

The vast majority of California’s farms
are family farms; our work helps
protect the legacy of family farmers.

We help ensure that every family
has high-quality, local food by
protecting the farms that grow it.

How We Make It Happen
SELECTION

TIMING: 3 - 6 MONTHS

We consider whether the property: is likely to be threatened by development in the
future, has prime soil enabling sustainable agriculture endeavors, and has a reliable
irrigation source. If all three criteria are met, we have a series of discussions with the
property owner and their family to ensure their commitment to the everlasting
implications of placing an easement.

In placing an easement, we essentially buy the right to develop the land (a right
which we are not able to exercise). To buy that right, we must first determine what
it is worth by conducting an appraisal.

VALUATION

TIMING: 6 - 12 MONTHS

FUNDING

Once the easement value has been determined, we can find funding for our
purchase. The funding comes from various state and local government grant and
mitigation funds – if the easement meets their criteria. This is determined through a
lengthy application process.

TIMING: 12 MONTHS

CLOSING
If the easement is approved for funding, we are able to enter into a Sales Agreement with the property owner and record an Easement Deed.
TIMING: 3 - 6 MONTHS

MONITORING

Once an easement is in place, we must ensure that it is not violated. Once a year,
every year for eternity, we have a conversation with the landowner and visit the
property to visually confirm it is not being developed.

TIMING: ONGOING
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